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find all creatures alike living and working together in har-
mony and mutual helpfulness until man, by his aggressive-
ness and disregard for the rights of the others, provokes their
hostility, when insects, birds, fishes, reptiles, and fourfooted
beasts join forces against him. Henceforth their lives are
apart, but the difference is always one of degree only. The
animals, like the people, are organized into tribes and have
like them their chiefs and townhouses, their councils and
ballplays, and the same hereafter in the Darkening land of
UsunhiyL Man is still the paramount power, and hunts
and slaughters the others as his own necessities compel, but
is obliged to satisfy the animal tribes in every instance, very
much as a murder is compounded for, according to the
Indian system, by 'covering the bones of the dead* with
presents for the bereaved relatives."1 To the same effect
another observer of the North American Indians writes:
" I have often reflected on the curious connexion which
appears to subsist in the mind of an Indian between man
and the brute creation, and found much matter in it for
curious observation. 'Although they consider themselves
superior to all other animals and are very proud of that
superiority ; although they believe that the beasts of the
forest, the birds of the air, and the fishes of the waters, were
created by the Almighty Being for the use of man ; yet it
seems as if they ascribe the difference between themselves
and the brute kind, and the dominion which they have over
them, more to their superior bodily strength and dexterity
than to their immortal souls. All beings endowed by the
Creator with the power of volition and self-motion, they
view in a manner as a great society of which they are the
head, whom they are appointed, indeed, to govern, but be-
tween whom and themselves intimate ties of connexion and
relationship may .exist, or at least did exist in the beginning
of time. They are, in fact, according to their opinions, only
the first among equals, the legitimate hereditary sovereigns
of the whole animated race, of which they are themselves a
constituent part. Hence, in their languages, those inflections
of their nouns which we call genders, are not, as with us,

1 J, Mooney, " Myths of the Chero-      the Bureau  of American  Ethnologyt
kee/:   Nineteenth   Annual  Report   of     Part i. (Washingcon, 1900) p. 261.